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It’s All about Assets 
Assets are the building blocks or 
stepping stones in our lives.  Without 
them it’s tough to move ahead. We 
use assets to care for our families and 
serve our Lord. Jesus calls us to 
multiply our resources for the sake of 
others (Matthew 25:14-30). Individual 
Development Accounts help people 
save and invest their money by 
offering a 2:1 or 3:1 match for a 
business, education, or housing 
purchase. Oakdale Neighbors has 
worked with several individuals to 
save for and purchase one of these 
assets. 
 
Meet Ashley…  
Ashley began saving in her account 
when she was 17. After she had 
saved $1,000 it was matched by an 

additional 
$2,000 for her 
college 
education.  
Ashley plans 
to major in 
political 
science or 
community 
leadership. 
She began 
taking political 

science classes this semester. 
Ashley’s IDA will minimize her debt 
when she graduates from college. Her 
advice to others?  “Commit to the 
program and do the work, because 
the rewards are worth it!” 
 
 

Meet Michael…  
Michael is a refugee from Sudan. His 
goal is to become an accountant and 
to benefit his family—some of whom 
still live in East 
Africa.  Michael is 
attending Grand 
Rapids 
Community 
College.  He used 
his educational 
IDA to purchase a 
laptop computer, 
software, a 
planner, and 
other supplies for school.  Oakdale 
Neighbors’ Larrine Reinhart helped 
Michael identify the items he needed. 
 

Escaping the Money Maze 
The Money Map class met this spring 
to learn financial management skills 
and practices.  Seven participants 
saved a total of $653 between April 
and September. To encourage them, 
Macatawa Bank contributed an 
additional $327 (a 50% match) to their 
new savings accounts. 



Tim and Sharon VanderKodde are 
neighborhood residents and Oakdale 
Neighbors' board members. They 
joined others in the neighborhood to 
dream about  uses for the Oakdale 
Elementary School building. 

Tom Bulten repaired 
bicycles and fixed flat tires 
at the neighborhood 
bicycle parade. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your Ideal 
Neighborhood? 
We envision the “beloved community” of 
Josiah Royce and Martin Luther King, Jr. If 
you have ideas, we want to hear them.  
What would make this a great 
neighborhood of vitality and grace?  You 
will hear more invitations to dream and 
plan in the coming months as the Corridor 
Design project gathers momentum.  In the 
meantime, visit www.oakdaleneighbors.org 
to share your thoughts.  Get involved by 
clicking on the Volunteer Opportunities 
button. 
 
 

Thank You for 
Participating 
Last spring we challenged you to help 
us secure a matching grant.  You 
came through!  We raised over $1,000 
which was matched by another $1,000 
from VanderKodde Construction.  
Thank you.  We are also pursuing a 
matching grant from the Dyer-Ives 
Foundation.  Your investment in the 
Oakdale neighborhood is being 
stretched and multiplied. 
 
You can see, however, that we still had 
a $4,600 deficit for the year.  We’re a 
lean but vigorous organization that 

relies on people like you. Please contribute 
if you can. You can give by credit card at 
www.oakdaleneighbors.org.  
 

Fiscal Year 2006-2007 

Revenue: $46,061

Individuals, 
27.0%

Church 
Partners, 34.5%

Businesses, 
2.9%

Foundations, 
21.7%

Lighthouse 
Communities, 

8.6%

Other, 5.4%

 
Expenses: $50,679

Program
4%

Property
6%

Administration
16%

Payroll
74%
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