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Taxes and Trees

With your help Oakdale Neighbors completed
206 tax returns this year, generating
$219,000 in refunds and credits. Volunteers
offered this free service to low and moderate
income households from all over southeast
Kent County. Our goal was to keep resources
circulating in the neighborhood by helping
families access the valuable Earned Income
Tax Credit and other credits.
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Soon after tax season ended, the first of 66
new neighborhood trees were planted.
These trees will help cool the neighborhood,
increase property values, slow traffic along
Kalamazoo and reduce the carbon footprint of
the neighborhood. The project is called The
Leaves of the Tree Give Life to the Nations
from Revelation 22:2. Many species native to
Michigan were selected for planting. Forty-
two neighbors and businesses have
“adopted” trees and committed to watering
them weekly. Thanks to those of you that
have supported this project with time and
money.

The Money Map by Tatiana Tyrell

| generally consider myself pretty smart when
it comes to money and how to save a few
cents here and there. After all, | know where
all the thrift stores are for clothing deals and
low cost bread. | know where the best
bargains are on most household items. So,
when | first saw the slightly wet and crinkled
flier on my front porch advertising the free
Money Map classes, all | could think of was
“Exactly what kind of map is this going to be
anyway?” Little did | know the wealth of

information that would become available to
me when | attended these classes!

A small group of individuals met for 12
weeks—Wednesdays at 7 PM—at Oakdale
Neighbors’ office on Kalamazoo Avenue. At
each session we discussed important issues
that we all face: setting a budget, saving,
credit, as well as mortgages and loans. There
was so much to learn!

By the time we graduated and received a
certificate of completion, | was able to
realistically look at my bills and income and
come up with a budget to help me pay on
time and stick within my means. | also had a
more complete understanding of savings and
how to start “paying myself first”. Although |
still need a lot more information, | have a
rudimentary understanding of credit and how
it applies to me. Above and beyond the
information presented so well by Oakdale
Neighbors’ Larrine Reinhart and staff from
Macatawa Bank, | was thrilled to make a few
friends. | also learned that | am not the only
one who struggles with budgeting and
financial issues.




| admit that | am directionally challenged--I can’t
read a road map to find even the simplest places.
But the financial “map” these free classes offered
me was priceless, and something | could follow. |
still have a long way to go. | can’t wait for the next
Money Map class. You can bet | will be one of the
first people to sign up again. After all, we all need a
little help and a lot of knowledge when it comes to
making sound financial decisions in the challenging
economy of today. | highly recommend this class to
everyone. You will be amazed by the knowledge
you walk away with at the end of these classes.
Thank you Oakdale Neighbors!

What is Best About the Oakdale
Neighborhood?

Neighborhood residents, businesses, and others
have been meeting over the last eight months to
analyze the strengths of the neighborhood, identify
goals, and dream about the shape of the
neighborhood in 10 or 20 years. This is what we
like best about our neighborhood:

Convenience

Sense of community

Diversity

Neighborhood pride

Community outreach

Neighborhood businesses

Conscientious homeowners

Churches

Housing character

Walkability

Oakdale Neighbors and Fuller Area Neighbors have
hired architect Isaac Norris and design firm OCBA
to help us imagine the neighborhood in 2030.
Planned changes could include additional housing
units, more retail stores, walkable streets lined with
greenery and benches, a neighborhood plaza, and
improved park space. You are welcomed to join this
process and make your voice heard. Contact us if
you want to participate.

Reducing and Recycling

Oakdale Neighbors partnered with the City of
Grand Rapids to provide dumpsters for free trash
disposal on July 18. This project helps us “make
space” for friends and family by eliminating some of
the clutter of “stuff” in our lives. The project
promoted reducing, reusing, and recycling. A team
of youth pulled cardboard, plastic, metal, yard
waste, and electronics out of the waste stream for
recycling. Free recycling bins were available for
neighbors that want to start curbside recycling.

Woodchips are Available

Want to plant a flower bed in your yard? Thanks to
Bartlett Tree Service, Oakdale Neighbors has
woodchips available at 1260 Kalamazoo. Bring a
wagon, wheelbarrow, or cardboard box and help
yourself.

Being a Member of Oakdale Neighbors

Oakdale Neighbors relies on financial contributions from you
and others to help create a neighborhood of vitality and
grace. Will you become a member? The obligations are
simple: give a financial gift of any size. The rewards are
great: be part of a community-building movement in
southeast Grand Rapids. Last year the Dyer-lves
Foundation offered a financial match for member
contributions. We hope they will do the same this year. If
they do, we want to be prepared with a long list of new
members. Use the enclosed envelop to send your donation
to Oakdale Neighbors.

Libraries: Your answer to the “Blahs”

by Tatiana Tyrell
Looking for something cool, fun and family oriented
to spice up your weekend? Tired of the “same old,
same old” and watching re-runs on the TV? Then
your local branch of the Library has the answer for
you! Did you know that you can borrow—that’s
right, borrow, not rent—a DVD or video cassette
FREE from your local library? Not only do they
carry some of the newer titles (don’t expect to find
the latest titles on the shelf, there will be a waiting
list for those), but they have the gems you might
have missed and some of your classic favorites.
Not into a full length feature film? How about some
of your favorite TV shows without those nagging
commercials? We recently borrowed Battle Star
Galactica and had a blast catching up on this
unique series. With four episodes to each DVD, you
don’t even have to wait to see the next episode!

Of course, your library also has your favorite
authors and all kinds of nifty books to challenge,
inspire, or just plain entertain you—and all for free.
But try to think outside the box during this
summer—Ilearn to knit, take up a new craft, try a
few cooking books or grab that computer book and
learn the latest on how to make attractive cards or
flyers! The library also offers CDs for your listening
pleasure, so try a new sound and see if you can
find a classical CD you and your kids will love! Your
local library is an often overlooked resource, so
check out yours today!

The nearest library branch is Ottawa Hills at 1150
Giddings SE: phone: 988-5412.

Thanks to writer and neighborhood resident Tatiana Tyrell for
her contributions to this newsletter.

Tom Bulten, Director
Oakdale Neighbors



