June 2006

Tax Targets Exceeded

Last fall Oakdale Neighbors set a
goal of completing 100 tax returns
and generating $100,000 in refunds and
credits in 2006. With tax season over,
our numbers are in:

112 tax returns completed

$129,000 in tax refunds
and credits

One client, a recent refugee from West
Africa, was surprised to receive a tax
credit of over $4000. The Earned
Income Tax Credit was designed for
people like her. She worked hard but
earned little. The EITC rewards her
work and boosts her income so that she
can care for her children. Bill Steward,
Mike Bremer, and eight other volunteers
gave over 200 hours to prepare tax
returns.
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On May 24 Oakdale
Park Church sponsored
a neighborhood bicycle
parade. Oakdale
Neighbors was present
to repair some bicycles.

Summer Heat

he Grand Rapids Press has

reported 23 shootings in southeast
Grand Rapids this year. We thank God
that the Oakdale neighborhood largely
has been spared this violence.
However, Oakdale Neighbors is
organizing some block meetings over
the next several weeks. Block Party
Kits will be available soon for neighbors
that want assistance planning a block
party. We hope to help neighbors watch
out for one another through the heat of
the summer.

Oakdale Neighbors

Entrepreneurs

Seven youth are learning to start their
own businesses through the BizNiz
is the Bomb! entrepreneurship class.
Tomorrow the group will take a field trip
to a craft supply outlet store.
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There, the youth will select materials that
they think can be made into products that
will sell at a profit. Oakdale Neighbors is
matching whatever money they spend up
to $5. In that way we’'ll be spreading the
risk! Later in the summer Oakdale
Neighbors will be looking for micro-
venture capitalists —individuals willing to
assess business plans and make
investments of $25 to $500.

Planting Plenty of
Perennials

n late June Oakdale Neighbors will be

hosting six youth from Youth Unlimited’s
SERVE program. They will plant
perennials in beds of woodchips along
Kalamazoo Avenue. If you can contribute
perennials to the project please contact
us. This project is part of a larger effort to
improve the livability of the neighborhood
and the vitality of the business district.
Oakdale Neighbors has helped initiate a
planning and design process which will
take place later this year. The design
process will help residents and business
owners envision Kalamazoo as they want
to see it in twenty years.

We invite you to participate in these
community development activities by
giving a financial contribution using the
enclose envelope. You are welcomed to
join us in other ways as well. Give us a
call or stop by when you are able.

Tom Bulten , Director
Oakdale Neighbors



